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Background/Aim 

 

Papillomas mostly caused by the papillomavirus are common skin tumors in dogs. Affected 

dogs usually develop a whitish, verrucous, hyperkeratotic, and cauliflower-like appearance on 

the head, eyelids, oral cavity, skin, and feet. Spontaneous regression of this disease is thought 

to be associated with an intact immunity. However, owners often request treatment due to the 

continuously increased numbers of papillomas or the effect of papillomas on daily living. The 

purpose of this report was to apply a chemotherapeutic agent; vincristine sulfate, in treatment 

of multiple squamous papillomas in dogs. Clinical evaluation and tumor response after 

treatment were monitored every week. 

 

Methods 

 

Two mixed breed and two pure breed dogs; Shih-Tzu and Pug, 1-6 years old, enrolled in this 

report displayed multiple or generalized papillomas on the nasal planum, lips, oral cavity, and 

skin. A histopathological diagnosis was viral squamous papillomas. Physical examination, 

CBC, and blood chemistry profiles were performed. Vincristine sulfate was administered at 

the dosage of 0.5-0.7 mg/m
2
 (0.025 mg/kg) intravenously every week for 4-8 weeks. Clinical 

evaluation and tumor response were done by the same investigator through physical 

examination. 

 

Results 

 

Chemotherapeutic treatment with vincristine sulfate resulted in complete regression of 

papillomatosis in all four dogs with their normal blood profiles. No drug toxicity and side 

effects were detected during the treatment course. Complete clinical remission was seen 

within 4-8 weeks depending on the numbers of location and severity of the disease. After 3 

months interval, there was no recurrence of papillomas in the treated dogs. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Vincristine sulfate seems to be effective in treatment of canine squamous papilloma and could 

be useful addition to the current options for patients which have multiple papillomas and 

reject a surgical excision based on its low cost, non-invasion, no toxicity and ease of 

administration. 
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