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Background/Aim 
 

Two of the most widely studied feline diseases are Toxoplasmosis and Chlamydiosis, both of 

which are zoonotic, non-host specific and pose a threat of infection to animal population in 

the zoo as well as to the staff members and guests visiting the zoo. 

 

Methods 

A total of 30 stray domestic short-haired cats (Felis catus) within the vicinity of the Manila 

Zoological and Botanical Garden (Manila Zoo) were caught via drop trap method.  They were 

injected with atropine and tiletamine-zolazepam for proper restraint. Blood was collected and 

tested for IgG antibodies to Toxoplasma gondii and Chlamydophila felis using 

ImmunoComb® Enzyme Immunoassay test kit. To remove bias and produce accurate results, 

automated computerized software (Biogal CombScan® 2000) was used to read the spot-

results. 

 

Results 
Out of the 30 cats tested, 46.67% (14/30) had serologic evidence of exposure to Toxoplasma 

gondii and 10% (3/30) to Chlamydophila felis.  There was an overlap of exposure to both 

parasites in 2 cats. 

Of the Toxoplasma gondii-positive cats, 10 were male and only 4 were female.  And among 

the Chlamydophila felis-positive cats, 1 was male and 2 were female. In the overlap 

exposure, one of each gender was seen. 

 

Conclusion  
The study found that there is serologic evidence that Toxoplasmosis and Chlamydiosis are 

present among the stray domestic short-haired cats within Manila Zoo. There is a need to test 

and monitor susceptible resident animals and zoo staff members for these diseases and apply 

appropriate measures, as needed. Moreover, there is a need to control the stray cat population 

within the area. 
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